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Slide Handouts: Assessment – Take Action Part 2 
 
 

 
 
 
Slide notes 

Welcome to Module 7: Lesson 3. Using Assessment. 
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Slide notes 
Lesson 3 is designed to help the learner understand the use of assessment for determining eligibility and educational planning under IDEA. This also 
includes planning activities.  In addition, learners will understand how to use assessment to monitor child progress and evaluate child outcomes. 

While this lesson is focused on the use of assessment for IDEA Part C and Part B, Section 619 services, remember that these are also good practices for 
children with suspected disabilities who might not qualify for services under IDEA. 
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Slide notes 
Review the DEC Recommended Practices for Assessment. You can download a copy via the download button on the screen. Click continue to read more. 
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Slide notes 
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Slide notes 
Click continue when you are finished reading and ready to move on. 
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Slide notes 
Lesson 3 is divided into 4 mini-lessons. When you are ready to begin Part 2, click Continue. 
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Slide notes 
Part Two: Using Assessment for Planning Educational Activities. 
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Slide notes 
The use of assessment does not end once a child is determined eligible for early childhood special education services.  Assessment is used as an ongoing 
process to plan, monitor, and evaluate the progress of individual child educational goals or development.  The National Association for the Education of 
Young Children (NAEYC) defines assessment as: “the process of observing, recording, and otherwise documenting what children do and how they do it as 
a basis for a variety of educational decisions that affect the child.” This  includes Part C services. 
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Slide notes 
The purpose of educational planning is to create a plan that supports an individual child’s developmental or educational needs. 
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Slide notes 
An Individual Family Service Plan, or IFSP, is used to support the child and the family receiving early intervention services. Click the download link to read a 
sample IFSP form. Click continue to move forward. 
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Slide notes 
The purpose of an Individualized Education Program, or IEP is to develop authentic, functional goals that support effective educational outcomes for a child 
receiving early childhood special education services. Click the download link to read a sample IEP form. Click continue to move forward. 
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Slide notes 
Engage families as partners to develop the child’s IFSP or IEP.  Together with the family, identify the child’s abilities and strengths, the child’s interests, and 
the child’s needs. Provide multiple opportunities for the family to share both the concerns and goals they have for their child.  
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Slide notes 
Use an informal conversation with the family to get a sense of what they see as their child’s interests and abilities as well as concerns. For each of these 
questions, think about the information that you might be able to gather to help inform your assessment. Click continue when you are ready to move on and 
check your knowledge.  
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Slide notes 
Most often, assessment information that supports educational planning can be gathered through observing a child’s participation in everyday routines and 
activities. Why is observation of everyday activities important to educational planning? Observation of a child during everyday activities and routines 
provides information about the child’s abilities, needs, and interests. 
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Slide notes 
During observation, document the child’s current level of participation within each everyday routine and activity. Could the child be more involved during the 
routine or activity? How so?  
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Slide notes 
Begin by asking, What do I need to know? Is there an informal and/or formal assessment that assists with the collection of this information? What 
information is this assessment going to provide? In order to avoid unnecessary data collection, remember to match the information collected with the need 
being addressed. Is it the information needed for education planning? A key step in educational planning is to consider how and when child progress will be 
monitored; as well as how child’s annual progress will be measured.  Remember, the purpose of assessment is to make informed decisions about how best 
to support child learning.   

 



 RPMs | Module 7 Assessment • Take Action Part 2  • Slide Notes 

Page 17 of 34 

 

Slide notes 
One way of gathering information to best support a child is to use authentic assessment. Authentic Child Assessment provides contextual information about 
how the child interacts with their environment, including materials, adults, and peers through ongoing observation of the child. Authentic assessment takes 
place during the child’s everyday routines and occurs in familiar places with familiar adults. 
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Slide notes 
In the video titled, “What is Authentic Assessment?” from the Colorado Results Matter library, we hear practitioners and families share the characteristics 
and value of authentic assessment. Take note of what you hear are the key features of authentic assessment. Click on the link above to go to their site and 
watch the video. It will open in a new window. When you are done, come back to the module and click Continue to move on.  
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Slide notes 
You may have typed in the following: Ongoing (It is not a one-shot deal),  Whole child (Observers can see child’s behavior and skills across domains of 
learning and development),  Naturalistic (The assessment is carried out in familiar locations such as homes, child care, in the community with familiar 
people such as families, practitioners and peers, and familiar activities such as routines and everyday activities), Multiple perspectives (The assessment is 
carried out by multiple adults such as families, practitioners), and Useful ( the assessment is useful in helping practitioners and families plan intervention 
and instruction that support children’s goals).  
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Slide notes 
The information gathered from an authentic assessment is used to determine the learning opportunities available to the child and how an adult can best 
support child learning.  
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Slide notes 
As a result, the adult considers how the outcomes can be supported within activities, plans ways to be intentional in connecting goals with activities and with 
their interactions with the child, and conducts ongoing observation to monitor and evaluate the child's progress.  To learn more about the strengths of 
authentic assessment, download the Authentic Child Assessment Practices checklist via the button on the screen. Click continue when you are ready to 
move on. 
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Slide notes 
Let's look at the daily routines and activities you might expect for a child enrolled Part C or Part B 619 services. As we review, consider additional routines 
or activities in which an adult might observe and assess a child. Think about the variety of skills one might observe in each of the routines and activities.  
For example: You might observe a child’s ability to follow directions during transitions from one routine to another, and have more opportunity to observe his 
language skills while he interacts with peers in his favorite play activity. Click on either picture to get started. 
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Slide notes 
For Part C, some daily routines and activities to consider are play time, clean up, meal time, diapering or toileting, playing with a sibling or friend, riding in 
the car, and bath time.  What other routines and activities can you think of? Click continue to move forward.  
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Slide notes 
Let’s See It! Watch the video and consider what could be assessed during this activity of a child playing with a musical toy. Pay attention to the variety of 
skills the child is demonstrating during this activity such as gross and fine motor. See if you can identify additional strengths?  Click play to watch the video. 
When you are done, click continue to move forward. 
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Slide notes 
Let’s See It! Watch the video and consider what could be assessed during this activity of a child playing ball with his father. Pay attention to the variety of 
skills the child is demonstrating during this activity such as gross motor- running and kicking the ball, picking up the ball. See if you can identify additional 
strengths or emerging skills related to language development? Click play to watch the video. When you are done, click continue to move forward.  
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Slide notes 
Click on the picture to explore Part B, Section 619. Click continue if you are ready to move on. 
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Slide notes 
For Part B 619, some daily routines and activities to consider are arrival and departure times, transitioning from one activity to another, group time, playing 
with peers, meal time, and story time.  What other routines and activities can you think of? Click continue to move forward.  
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Slide notes 
Let's look for assessment opportunities in the following videos. Watch the video “Group Singing and Dancing”, provided by the California Desired Results 
Access Project. Pay attention to the variety of skills that can be assessed during the group music and movement activity such as motor development. 
Consider additional skills you might assess during this group activity. Click play to watch the video, which will open in a new window. When you are done, 
return to the module and click continue to move forward.  
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Slide notes 
Now let's watch the video, “Ari at Lunch”, provided by the California Desired Results Access Project. Pay attention to the variety of skills the child is 
demonstrating during mealtime, such as fine motor- pulling the communication cards from the Velcro and pouring the milk to using the communication cards 
to communicate what she wants during meal time. See if you can identify additional strengths? Click play to watch the video, which will open in a new 
window. When you are done, return to the module and click continue to move forward. 
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Slide notes 
Watch the video of a child writing his name. The teacher is observing the child write his name in English, and is using some Spanish to support his learning. 
Click play to watch the video. When you are done, click continue to move forward.  

 



 RPMs | Module 7 Assessment • Take Action Part 2  • Slide Notes 

Page 31 of 34 

 

Slide notes 
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Slide notes 
Let's check your knowledge. 

 



 RPMs | Module 7 Assessment • Take Action Part 2  • Slide Notes 

Page 33 of 34 

 

Slide notes 
So far in Lesson 3, you have learned about the role of assessment in determining a child’s eligibility for early intervention or early childhood special 
education services. In this section, we learned about developing an educational plan and activities. 
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Slide notes 
This concludes Part 2 of Module 7 Lesson 3. For more information, see the references and resources available via the download button on the screen. 
When you are done, you may close this window and return to the Modules to continue with Part Three of this lesson. 
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